
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Three Organ Preludes   Frederick Candlyn 

* HYMN 454                 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word Liebster Jesu 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 Leader: In one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. 

 People: Female or male, from all nations, each of us unique. 

 Leader: The body does not consist of one member but of many. 

 People: If one member suffers, all suffer together. 

 Leader: If one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

 People: We are the body of Christ.  Praise be to God! 

INTROIT    Dan Fontana
 This is the day that the Lord has made; Let us be glad and rejoice in it. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When  
 the pad has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the  
 offering plate.)               
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

We confess, O God, that we often forget our identity as your people 
and therefore fail to witness to your activity in our lives.  We confess 
that there are times when we concentrate on our weaknesses rather 
than rejoicing over our strengths.  You have always reminded us of 
our responsibilities as the people of God, but too often we tend to 
postpone until tomorrow what you may be calling us to do today.  
Merciful God, anoint us with your Spirit so that the words 
proclaimed by Jesus are heard by us — today — and acted upon by  
us — today — and fulfilled through our worship, witness and service, 
today and in all the days that lie ahead.  This we pray in the name  
of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579  Gloria Patri 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
 without end.  Amen, Amen.   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened  
              his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 327 O Word of God Incarnate           Munich 

 + Children leave for their Church School Classes.  
Youth remain for Worship.+ 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

ANTHEM            This Little Light of Mine arr. John Work 

      CHANCEL CHOIR WITH MECHELE TIPPETS, SORPRANO 

SECOND LESSON   Luke 4:14-21 

SERMON                 “You Have Already Won...”    Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY The Spirit of the Lord Edward Elgar 

 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to 
 the poor. He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
 captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
 To give unto them that mourn a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the 
 garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; That they might be called trees of 
 righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified. For as the earth 
 bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in in to  
 spring forth; So the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth  
 before all the nations.  LUKE 4 

* THE DOXOLOGY  Old Hundredth 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
 us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
 our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
 Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 332                        Live Into Hope Truro 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Postlude on “Hyfrydol” Healey Willan 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10 (NRSV) 

 All the people gathered together into the square before the 
Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of 
Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest 
Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and  
all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of  
the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water 
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and 
the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the 
people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the 
book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the 
people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra 
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and 
worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 8So they read  
from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave  
the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest  
and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people,  
“This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For  
all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he  
said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day  
is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is 
your strength.” 

Luke 4:14-21 (NRSV) 

 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to 
Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding 
country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. 16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought  
up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom.  
He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given  
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 



  

 

19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the  
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in  
the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

*     *     *     *     * 




